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RESCINDS: 


I. PURPOSE

II. PROCEDURE

I. PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for the safe and efficient transport of prisoners.

II. PROCEDURE

A. Search of Prisoners Prior to Transport

1. Officers transporting prisoners are responsible for their safety and security.  Prisoners will be thoroughly searched for weapons or other articles that could be used as weapons prior to being placed in the transporting vehicle.  This will include:

a. Incident to an initial arrest;

b. When receiving a prisoner from another officer or jurisdiction;

c. When removing a prisoner from jail for transportation to a medical facility or court.

2. Weapons, contraband, evidence and other items discovered on the prisoner will be taken and secured in accordance with procedures for recovering property.  See SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section E - Evidence Procedures.

B. Examination and Search of Transport Vehicles

1. Each time a prisoner is transported, the vehicle to be used for the transportation of the prisoner(s) will be searched for weapons and/or contraband, without exception.

2. Transport vehicles will be searched both prior to and after transporting prisoners.

3. As any police department vehicle may be used for transporting prisoners, each officer shall inspect their assigned vehicle at the beginning of each shift, and immediately after transporting anyone other than police department personnel.  

4. This will be done to insure the vehicle does not contain weapons and/or contraband and is in safe working condition.

C. Security of Prisoners in Transport

1. Prisoners should be transported only in a vehicle equipped with a “cage”.

2. The transporting officer must keep the prisoner under observation at all times.

3. No more than 2 prisoners will be transported in a “caged” unit.

4. If more than two prisoners require transport, additional units should be requested.

5. If only one prisoner is transported, he/she should be placed in the right-rear seat of the vehicle.  This will allow observation of the prisoner by the officer.

6. Prisoners will be secured in the back seat of the transport vehicle with the safety belt fastened.  If there is a specific reason why a particular arrestee cannot be seat belted due to the safety of the officer or the arrestee, the officer will document in the arrest report why a seatbelt could not be applied.
7. Prisoners will be transported by the quickest or most direct route from the point of origin to the destination.  No stops will be made once en route, unless it is a medical emergency or a safety issue arises.  Officers will immediately notify dispatch of the circumstances.
8. Under normal circumstances, prisoners will be handcuffed with their arms behind their back while in transport.

a. When transporting prisoners from one jurisdiction/jail/detention center to another, the transporting officer shall utilize leg irons and belly chains in conjunction with handcuffs applied to the prisoner’s wrists in front of their body.

b. The department recognizes the increased risk that is present when transporting prisoners outside the officer’s normal jurisdiction.  There are often not back-up officers available in more remote locations and the increased possibility exists for escape or contact with other people.

c. Therefore, there is a need for increased security when transporting prisoners aside from normal transports incident to an initial arrest.

d. All applications of handcuffs or other restraints will be done in accordance with SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section R - Restraints.

9. Prisoners who are mentally handicapped, dangerous prisoners, or those who have been placed into leg restraints will be transported by two officers so one officer may maintain close observation on the prisoner.

10. Officers must use discretion in the use of restraints on physically handicapped persons with regard to the degree of handicap, strength of the prisoner, prisoner mobility, nature of the offense and their mental state.  When possible, arrangements will be made in advance for the transport of prisoners requiring special equipment (wheelchairs, crutches, etc).

11. If the prisoner is being transported a long distance, he/she will be allowed reasonable opportunities to use the restroom facilities while in transit.  The prisoner should be given the opportunity to use the restroom facilities prior to departing.

a. If the prisoner requires a rest stop during an extended transport, the transporting officer will determine and contact the nearest secure detention facility and request the use of their facilities for the rest stop.

b. The officer will accompany the prisoner into the detention facility.

c. The prisoner should again be searched when departing from rest stops.

d. Officers should use care and caution when selecting a location for a rest stop, should one be needed, during a transport.  

12. While a prisoner is in transport, he/she shall not be permitted to communicate with others.

13. On extended transports, the officer should either make arrangements to have the prisoner fed prior to the transport or make arrangements with the destination facility to feed the prisoner upon arrival.  Helena Police officers will not make stops during prisoner transports for meals.

D. Response to Calls for Service While Transporting Prisoners

1. Officers transporting prisoners will not, under normal circumstances, stop to respond to calls for service.

2. Transporting officers will render service only in clearly life-threatening situations and only when the officer determines that the risk to the prisoner is minimal.

E. Escape of a Prisoner

1. If a prisoner should escape from custody, the transporting officer will take the following actions:


a. Immediately notify dispatch, or if outside the jurisdiction of the Helena Police Department, the local law enforcement authority, of the location, prisoner description, charges, direction and mode of travel, and description of any accomplices.

b. Request the dispatcher notify surrounding agencies and request their assistance, when applicable.

c. Immediately notify the shift supervisor.

d. Under no circumstances should the security of other prisoners be relaxed in order to pursue an escaping prisoner.

e. Coordinate with assisting units in the search for the escapee until relieved by supervisor.  Prior to completing his/her tour of duty, the transporting officer shall complete a written report detailing the escape and actions taken by the officer.  See also SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section R - Report Procedures.
F. Prisoners Transported to Medical Facilities

1. While being treated at a medical facility, restraints will be used at the officer’s discretion with regard being given to the nature of the illness or injury, the prisoner’s mental state, mobility, and seriousness of the offense committed. 

2. The transporting officer will remain with the prisoner at all times while at the medical facility unless otherwise directed by the attending physician for medical reasons.

3. Prisoners with life-threatening illnesses or serious injuries will be transported by ambulance.  An officer may be assigned by the shift supervisor to either ride with the prisoner in the ambulance or accompany the ambulance to the hospital.

4. If a prisoner being held for a minor offense is admitted to a medical facility, the officer will immediately notify the shift supervisor.  The supervisor will make a determination whether the officer should remain with the prisoner.  If the supervisor authorizes, the officer will make arrangements with security and medical staff at the facility to notify the police department when the prisoner is to be released.

5. If a prisoner being held for a serious offense is admitted to a medical treatment facility, the officer shall remain with the prisoner and notify the shift supervisor.  The shift supervisor will be responsible for scheduling security for the prisoner.

6. The officer should obtain all appropriate papers, medical release and instructions and/or medication from the hospital when the treatment is completed.

7. If the prisoner is to be incarcerated, the transporting officer will ensure all medical papers and medication is turned over to the receiving officer at the detention facility.

8. If the prisoner refused medical treatment, this should occur in the presence of medical personnel.  The officer should receive documentation of the refusal.  The officer may sign the release forms for the arrestee’s refusal and/or release from the facility.

9. The officer should include in his/her report:

a. A description of the injuries;

b. A detailed explanation of how the injuries occurred.  If unknown, state so and explain;

c. Photographs of the injuries, if appropriate;

d. Treatment provided;

e. Who treated the prisoner; and 

f. The date, time and place treatment was provided.

g. All provisions governing reporting procedures apply.  See SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section R - Report Procedures.
G. Prisoner Identification

1. Prisoners being transported from other detention facilities will be positively identified prior to transport.

2. This may be accomplished using all available information, such as warrant information, any records that may accompany the prisoner, etc.

3. Any identifying information concerning the prisoner should be kept with the prisoner and given to booking personnel.

H. Transporting Persons of the Opposite Sex

1. Anytime an officer transports a member of the opposite sex in a department vehicle, the following procedures will be utilized.
a. Officers will provide starting location, destination, sex of the prisoner and the starting vehicle mileage in a radio broadcast or MDC message to dispatch prior to transporting a prisoner.

b. Upon arrival at the destination, officers will advise dispatch and relay the ending mileage.

c. If the transporting officer is out of radio range when beginning and/or completing a transport, he/she shall contact the dispatch center on a recorded dispatch telephone line or through MDC contact if available and provide the above listed information.

I. Transporting Prisoners To/From City Court

1. It should be remembered that while there is always great risk involved in transporting prisoners in general, the risk is compounded when conducting multiple-prisoner transports.

2. Only during multiple prisoner transports to/from court is it permissible for an officer to handcuff subjects to each other.  This is not to be done during other transports to/from other detention facilities, to/from medical facilities, or during transports incident to arrests.

a. When handcuffed to each other, officers shall not handcuff prisoners of opposite sexes to one another.

b. All sections of this statement pertaining to single prisoner transports will also be observed strictly for the safety of officers, prisoners and all others concerned.

3. Transporting officers should always assume any prisoner might have had the opportunity to obtain contraband and/or weapons prior to the time they come into contact with the officers.  Officers should always search prisoners until they are completely satisfied there is no possibility of weapons and/or contraband.  It absolutely cannot be assumed that prisoners are not armed simply because jail/detention personnel may have previously searched them.

4. When transporting a prisoner who presents an unusual security risk to court, it shall be the transporting officer’s responsibility to notify the judge that the prisoner presents a security risk.  In such cases, the judge may allow or direct the use of additional restraint devices.

5. While in the courtroom, the officer should remain with the prisoners at all times.
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