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I. PURPOSE

To establish a written policy concerning the establishment of traffic enforcement roadblocks and checkpoints by Helena Police officers.

II. POLICY

A. The Helena Police Department is authorized by state statute to “establish temporary roadblocks on the highways of this state for the purpose of apprehending persons wanted for violation of laws of this state, of any other state, or of the United States who are using the highways of this state, identifying drivers, or checking for driver’s licenses, vehicle registration, and insurance.” (MCA 46-5-502)

B. The Helena Police Department recognizes roadblocks as an effective method for protecting public safety, for enforcing traffic laws, and creating a deterrent effect through increased public perception of enforcement activity.

C. Roadblocks established for the apprehension of specific  actively-fleeing criminal suspects will be made in accordance with SOP Volume I, Chapter 5 – Use of Force.

D. To ensure the lawful completion of law enforcement actions, while minimizing risk and inconvenience to the public, all advisory and enforcement roadblocks will be conducted consistent with the following procedures.

III. PROCEDURE

A. Advisory Roadblocks

1. Such roadblocks are designed to limit or prevent vehicles from entering unsafe or closed roads as may be required by extreme weather conditions, disasters, accidents, criminal investigations, etc.

2. These roadblocks will be set up using available police department equipment.  As soon as possible, if necessary, arrangements will be made with the City of Helena Street or other appropriate department, utilities or other entities to supply traffic control equipment and to assume responsibility for staffing the roadblock.

B. Enforcement Roadblocks

1. Enforcement roadblocks and the general location will only be established at the direction or approval of the Chief of Police.  The specific location will be established by the on-scene commander upon determining sufficient area for enforcement activity and maximum safety to the public and the assigned officers.

2. Enforcement roadblocks will be staffed with a sufficient number of officers and a commanding officer of the rank of Sergeant or higher.  The commander will:

a. Have authority to make all decisions regarding the operation of the roadblock in the field;

b. Conduct a briefing prior to the roadblock being established;

(1) Briefings will be held at a separate location, prior to each roadblock;

(2) The briefing will include a review of pertinent police department policies and procedures, statutes and specific search criteria.

(3) Assignments will be made at the briefing and the number of officers and equipment directed into the roadblock will be established. 

c. Ensure compliance with the police department policies and procedures governing roadblocks;

d. Complete and submit an “Enforcement Roadblock” initial report.

3. Police Department personnel will not participate in joint agency roadblocks unless specifically authorized by the Chief of Police.

4. The minimum roadblock requirements will be established as detailed below for the purpose of warning and protecting the traveling public and the officers conducting the roadblock:

a. Temporary roadblock point clearly visible not less than 100 yards in either direction;

b. “Stop” sign placed on the center line of the road, readable in both directions, daylight or darkness, for not less that 50 yards;

c. At least one red flashing light at the side of the roadway at the roadblock point, visible to oncoming traffic from not less than 100 yards;

d. In both directions not less than 200 yards from the point of the roadblock, warning signs must be placed at the side of the roadway containing wording of sufficient size and luminosity indicating a “Police Stop Ahead”.  Lighting, flares, or lanterns are to be placed near the signs, as necessary, attracting the attention of approaching drivers during darkness.  A red flag may be used during daylight hours.

5. Upon establishment of the roadblock the commanding officer will photograph the entire roadblock and a computer dispatch incident will be initiated.

6. Contact between officers and those stopped will be done in a professional manner.  The driver of each stopped vehicle will be requested to produce a driver’s license, registration and proof of insurance.  Officers will also observe the vehicle occupants for signs of intoxication, other violations, etc.

7. All vehicle searches, arrests and investigations will be conducted in accordance with department policy and current law.

8. If a search, arrest or citation is to occur, the vehicle will be directed to an area out of the roadblock check station.  The officer developing the probable cause will conduct the entire enforcement process.  Reports and citations are the responsibility of the arresting officer.

a. Reports for criminal arrests made during the roadblock (DUI, warrants, alcohol/drug possession, etc) will each be assigned a unique case number.

b. Each criminal arrest report will be linked to the roadblock call for service.

9. Once a predetermined number of vehicles have been directed into the check station, all incoming traffic will be directed around the roadblock.  Once the station is clear, the next predetermined number of vehicles will be directed into the checking station.  No deviation from the pre-directed number of vehicles will be permitted. 

10. A driver performing a U-turn to avoid the roadblock is not, in and of itself, a violation.  Officers will determine specific violations of the law, such as license, registration, equipment violations, moving violations, etc for which to stop vehicles.

11. Roadblocks will normally remain in effect during daylight hours, from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset, or as determined by the Chief of Police.

12. Roadblocks will not be established during hazardous driving and/or inclement weather conditions.
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