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I. PURPOSE

II. JURISDICTION

III. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICE

I. PURPOSE

A. To clearly define the authority and jurisdiction of the Helena Police Department, it’s Command Staff and other members.

II. JURISDICTION

A. The Chief of Police is the Chief Law Enforcement Officer within the City of Helena and shall have exclusive control of the stationing and transferring of all police officers and such other employees constituting the Helena Police Department.  The Chief shall have such power and perform such duties as are prescribed by Federal Law, State Law, the Helena City Charter, Helena City Code, and the City Manager.  (Helena City Codes 2-4-2 and 2740, 10-2-95 and M.C.A. 7-32-4105).

B. The Helena City Manager shall have charge of and supervision over the Helena Police Department thereof.  (M.C.A. 7-32-4103)

C. Each and every police officer of the City of Helena is hereby authorized to make arrests of persons charged with a crime:

1. Within the limits of the City of Helena

2. Within 5 miles thereof, and

3. Along the line of water supply of the City of Helena.  (Helena City Code 2-4-5 and M.C.A. 7-32-4301).

D. "Peace Officer" means any person who, by the virtue of his/her office or public employment is vested by law with the duty to maintain public order or to make arrests for offenses while acting within the scope of his/her authority.  (M.C.A. 45-2-101)

III. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICE
A. The Helena Police Department shall be composed of a Chief of Police as determined by and appointed by the City Manager.  The Chief of Police is a permanent, sworn, full-time employee of the City of Helena Police Department and is entitled to all benefits offered by the City of Helena.  (Helena City Code 2-4-1 and M.C.A. 7-32-4108).

B. All command officers, police officers and other employees shall be determined and appointed by the City Manager.  In case of riot, or in the event of emergency, or at time of elections or similar occasions, the Chief may appoint additional police officers for temporary service who need not be in the classified service.  (Helena City Code 2-4-1 and M.C.A. 7-32-4108).
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