
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TENMILE/SOUTH HELENA FOREST 
RESTORATION COLLABORATIVE 

REPORT TO CITY OF HELENA 

JANUARY 4, 2017 

BY JOE COHENOUR-CHAIR 





TSH-COLLABORATIVE 

• ALDO LEOPARD STATED THAT; 

•  "CONSERVATION IS A STATE OF HARMONY BETWEEN MEN AND LAND."  

• RESOLUTION NO. 20106   

• SIGNED JULY 21, 2014 

• OPEN MEETINGS-PUBLIC COMMENT TAKEN 

• NOTICED TO PUBLIC, ON HLN WEBSITE 

• OPERATE BY CONSENSUS. 

 



TSH-COLLABORATIVE MEMBERS 

• CHAIR, JOE COHENOUR 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION 

(1) REPRESENTING: CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION  

• VICE CO-CHAIR, MIKE BISHOP  

(2) REPRESENTING: CITIZEN AT LARGE  

• VICE CO-CHAIR, JORDAN ALEXANDER 

BAXENDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

(3) REPRESENTING: FIRE COMMUNITY  

• RON ALLES, CITY MANAGER OR BRAD LANGSATHER 

(4) REPRESENTING: CITY OF HELENA  

• ANGIE GROVE 

(5) REPRESENTING: RECREATIONAL USER COMMUNITY  

 



TSH-COLLABORATIVE MEMBERS 

• JEFF CHAFFEE 

BISON ENGINEERING 

(6) REPRESENTING: COMMERCIAL USE ORGANIZATION 

• GARY MARKS, MARKS-MILLER POST AND POLE 

(7) REPRESENTING: COMMERCIAL USE ORGANIZATION  

• MIKE MURRAY, L&C COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

(8) REPRESENTING: L&C COUNTY  

• DOUG POWELL 

(9) REPRESENTING: CITIZEN AT LARGE  

• CORY KIRSCH, JEFFERSON COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

(10) REPRESENTING: JEFFERSON COUNTY  

• ELEANOR MORRIS, THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 

(11) REPRESENTING: CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION 

 



TSHC-OBJECTIVES 

• "A) PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES ON PROJECTS 

BEING PROPOSED IN THE TEN MILE MUNICIPAL WATERSHED AND SOUTH HELENA AREA.  THIS 

MAY INCLUDE WATERSHED RESTORATION, VEGETATION MANAGEMENT, WILDFIRE MITIGATION, 

MINE RECLAMATION, RECREATION, AND OTHER PROJECTS 

• B) IDENTIFY POTENTIAL PROJECT DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES, AND SEEK SOLUTIONS 

EARLY IN THE SITE SELECTION AND PROJECT PLANNING PROCESSES; 

• C) OFFER THE AGENCY INPUT/KNOWLEDGE REGARDING THE POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF A 

PROPOSED ACTION OR ACTIVITY 



TSH-COLLABORATIVE 

• THE COLLABORATIVE WORKED HARD TO BALANCE THE NEEDS OF; 

• WILDLANDS URBAN INTERFACE (WUI) 

• HONOR THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TWO IRA’S (LAZYMAN & JERICHO) 

• RECOGNIZE THE HAZARDS CREATED BY THE MTN PINE BEETLE INFESTATION 

• IN TERMS OF WILDLAND FIREFIGHTER SAFETY AND  

• THE POPULAR USE OF THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE TRAIL SYSTEM (CDT). 



TSH-COLLABORATIVE 

• HIRED ECOSYSTEM RESEARCH GROUP (ERG) AS FACILITATOR 

• MET 19 TIME OVER 15 MONTHS 

• NOT COUNTING MEETINGS BETWEEN THE LEADERSHIP TEAM AND ERG. 

• INVESTED OVER 530 HOURS ON INITIAL ALT 2 & 3 RECOMMENDATIONS. 

• FEB 5TH RELEASED 853 PAGE DEIS 

• BROKE DEIS INTO 10 SUB-GROUPS 

• FORWARDED 36 RECOMMENDATIONS TO USFS FOR CONSIDERATION. 



SUB GROUPS FOR COMMENT 

 

1. FIRE & FUEL 

2. HYDROLOGY 

3. RECREATION USE 

4. WATERSHED PROTECTION 

5. PROTECTION FOR THREATENED, ENDANGERED & SENSITIVE SPECIES 

6. PUBLIC SAFETY 

7. INVENTORIED ROADLESS AREAS (IRA’S) 

8. TRANSPORTATION 

9. AIR QUALITY 

10. SOCIOECONOMIC INPUTS 



TSH-COLLABORATIVE 

• NOVEMBER 14, 2016-USFS RELEASED ALT 4 AFTER RECEIVING PUBLIC COMMENT 

• TSH-C MET 3 TIMES OVER 21 DAYS 

• 2 ½ HOURS EACH.  

 

• FORWARDED 17 EXISTING RECOMMENDATIONS 

• FORWARDED ANOTHER 10 NEW RECOMMENDATIONS 

 









TSH-COLLABORATIVE 
FUTURE PLANS 

• MAY 2017, ASK FOR RE-AUTHORIZATION 

• LIFE OF TSH PROJECT IS 15-20 YEARS. 

• MONITOR MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

• MONITOR CDT RECLIMATION 

 

• HELENA-LEWIS & CLARK FOREST PLAN 

 

 

 



TSH-COLLABORATIVE 

• THANK YOU TO 

• VOLUNTEER MEMBERS OF THE COLLABORATIVE 

• SARAH ELKINS 

• BRAD LANGSATHER 

 

•QUESTIONS? 
 

 


