
ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING 
October 26, 2016 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Room 326 

AGENDA 
1. Call to order, introductions, opening comments 
2. October 12, 2016 Administrative Meeting summary 
3. Commission comments, questions 

• Upcoming appointments 
4. City Manager’s Report 
5. Department discussions 

Administrative Services 
• 2017 Utility Bill Inserts 
• Tax Recertification Discussion 
 Consensus Direction to Manager: 
Public Works 
• Snow Plan Discussion 
 Consensus Direction to Manager: 
City Attorney 
• Community Decay Ordinance Discussion 
 Consensus Direction to Manager: 

6. Committee discussions 
a) Audit Committee, City-County Board of Health, L&C County Mental Health Advisory 

Committee, Montana League of Cities & Towns 
– Mayor Jim Smith 

b) Mayor Pro-Tem, Audit Committee, Helena Chamber of Commerce Liaison, Information 
Technology Committee, Transportation Coordinating Committee 
– Commissioner Dan Ellison 

c) ADA Compliance Committee, Audit Committee, City-County Parks Board , Civic 
Center Board 
– Commissioner Rob Farris-Olsen 

d) Board of Adjustment, City-County Administration Building (CCAB), Non-Motorized 
Travel Advisory Board, Transportation Coordinating Committee 
– Commissioner Andres Haladay 

e) Business Improvement District/Helena Parking Commission ,Montana Business 
Assistance Connection, Public Art Committee 
– Commissioner Ed Noonan 

f) Helena Citizens Council  
7. Review of agenda for October 31, 2016 Commission meeting  
8. Public comment 
9. Commission discussion and direction to City Manager 
10. Adjourn 
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ADA NOTICE 

The City of Helena is committed to providing access to persons with disabilities for its 
meetings, in compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
Montana Human Rights Act. The City will not exclude persons with disabilities from 
participation at its meetings or otherwise deny them the City’s services, programs, or 
activities. 

Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in the City’s meetings, 
services, programs, or activities should contact the City’s ADA Coordinator, Elroy 
Golemon, as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for the requested 
accommodation, at any of the following: 

(406) 447- 8490 

TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 711 

citycommunitydevelopment@helenamt.gov 

316 North Park, Avenue, Room 440, Helena, MT 59623 
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Date:  October 18, 2013 

To:  Ron Alles, City Manager 

From:  Glenn Jorgenson, Administrative Services Director 
 
Re:  2017 Water Bill Insert Requests 

We have prepared the 2017 Utility Bill Insert List for the City Commission approval. At the October 
26th Administrative Meeting, the City Commission will be asked which utility bill insert requests 
they would like to consider for final approval. Then the Commission will be asked to approve the 
final list of inserts at their November 14th regular Commission meeting.   

Staff has followed the guidelines set forth in Resolution #19491 to establish the priority level of the 
inserts as follows: 

 
The attached list shows all the requests for each month.  We were unable to accommodate only one 
non-profit request.  A sample of each insert is on file for Commission review if requested. 

 

 

Attachment: 2017 Insert Calendar 
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 2017 INSERT REQUESTS

Priority Level 1 2 3 4

Name City
Quasi-

City

Other 
govt & 
quasi 
govt

Other 
Non-
Profit

Mailed 
First Week 

of: Year Description Contact Person
City of Helena - Street/Sidewalks X January 2017 snow removal Ben Sautter, Laurie Miller, Greta Dige
Montana Legal Services  X January 2017 general information Alison Paul

City of Helena - Bus X February 2017 general bus information Steve Larson
City of Helena - Helena Citizens Council X February 2017 general information Mary Vandenbosch, Debbie Havens

City of Helena - Kay McKenna Youth X March 2017 Kay's Kids programs Todd Wheeler
Growing Friends X March 2017 info and donations James Driggers

City of Helena - Transfer Station X April 2017 spring clean up Jake Larson, Pete Anderson
City of Helena - Animal Control X April 2017 animal control Steve Hagen

City of Helena - Parks & Rec./summer X May 2017 summer recreation programs Todd Wheeler
City of Helena - Community Development X May 2017 National Bldg. Month Jon Pallister

City of Helena - Water X June 2017 annual water report-no others. Lynora Rogstad

City of Helena - Weed Control X July 2017 Weed-joint with county Greta Dige
GrandStreet Theatre X July 2017 announce new season's shows Kal Poole

City of Helena - Utility Customer Service X August 2017 water/ww rates & charges Darla Flansaas
City of Helena - Fire Department August 2017 unknown at this time Mark Emert

Montana Shares X September 2017 donations Kristi Paulson
Holter Museum X September 2017 general information Seth Roby

City of Helena - Storm water X October 2017 storm water information Matt Culpo-Storm Water Engineer
Downtown Helena, Inc. X October 2017 downtown fall activities Haley Miller

City of Helena - Street/Sidewalks X November 2017 street/sidewalk info Ben Sautter, Laurie Miller, Greta Dige
Montana Foundation for Animals X November 2017 donations Marilyn Evans

City of Helena - Parks & Rec./winter X December 2017 winter recreation programs Todd Wheeler
City of Helena - Admin Services-Accounting X December 2017 new software to pay licenses Darla Flansaas, Glenn Jorgenson

There was only one request that we could not accommodate this year.  It was the MT Independent Living Project and their request was for March or April.



Date:  October 18, 2013 

To:  Ron Alles, City Manager 

From:  Glenn Jorgenson, Administrative Services Director 
 
Re:  Northwestern Energy Settlement 

The State Department of Revenue (DOR) settled with Northwestern Energy on the protested value 
of their newly taxable property.  The settlement decreased the City’s newly taxable property 
valuation by $602,169.  This will amount to a tax revenue loss of $100,588 ($602,169 X .16732 
(167.32 mills)) from what was originally certified.  However, since it is all due to the valuation of 
newly taxable property, we didn’t collect taxes on it in past years and did not actually “lose” any 
revenue.  We are just receiving a lower amount than anticipated from the original certified value.   

The City could request a recertification from DOR. Staff recommends not requesting a 
recertification from DOR as the City would lose the revenue either way. The City is allowed to set 
its mills based on the prior year’s tax revenue, plus ½ the rate of inflation for the previous three 
years, plus new growth. If we requested recertification, the new growth amount would decrease and 
we would be levying the same mills against the lower taxable valuation resulting in the same loss.  
Recertifying would require a resolution at a regular commission meeting and would likely delay the 
County’s taxation process for no net revenue change to the City. 

The City calculated receiving $9,672,317 in general fund taxes and $825,005 for our general 
obligation bonds for a total of 10,497,322.  This was an increase of $404,948 over the prior year.  
Since the DOR is constantly changing taxable values due to other protested taxes and corrections of 
errors this will not be the only change. Overall, this is a large decrease from one taxpayer for this 
year, but we normally lose $80,000 to $200,000 per year due to DOR changes from the time of 
certification, and it is therefore a normal part of our taxation process. 
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